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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) Cause No. l:18-cv-3788 

) 

$50,000.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY ) 

(Asset Identification No.: 17-CBP-000241); and ) 

$50,000.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY ) 

(Asset Identification No.: 17-CBP-000301), ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 

COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of America, by counsel, Josh J. Minkler, United States Attorney for the 
Southern District of Indiana, and Eric P. Babbs, Special Assistant United States Attorney, alleges 
on information and belief as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action seeking forfeiture of certain property pursuant to 21 U.S.C. 

§ 881(a)(6) because the defendant property constitutes proceeds of, or is property used to 
facilitate a violation of, the Controlled Substances Act. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1345 (district 
courts have original jurisdiction of all civil actions commenced by the United States) and § 1355 
(district courts have original jurisdiction of any action for forfeiture). 

3. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant property pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. § 1355(b) (forfeiture action can be brought in the district in which any of the acts 
giving rise to the forfeiture occurred), and Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental Rules for 
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Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions (clerk must issue a warrant to arrest 
property in the government’s possession). 

4. This Court is the appropriate venue in this matter pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1395(a) 
and (b), in that the forfeiture accrued in the Southern District of Indiana. 

DEFENDANTS 


5. The defendants are: 

• Fifty Thousand Dollars in United States Currency (“$50,000.00-01”), seized on 
January 6, 2017, from a FedEx package bearing tracking number 785232354659 
(“Defendant 4659”). Defendant 4659 was taken into custody of the United States 
Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection (“DHS-CBP”). 
Defendant 4659 has been assigned Asset Identification Number 17-CBP-000241. 

• Fifty Thousand Dollars in United States Currency (“$50,000.00-02”), seized on 
January 6, 2017, from a FedEx package bearing tracking number 785232381505 
(“Defendant 1505”). Defendant 1505 was taken into custody of DHS-CBP. 
Defendant 1505 has been assigned Asset Identification Number 17-CBP-000301. 

Defendant 4659 and Defendant 1505 are consolidated in this Complaint because the package 

interdiction seizures are factually interrelated and the packages were sent by the same individual 

on the same date. 


FACTS 

6. On January 6, 2017, officers from the Homeland Security Investigations 
Parcel/Bulk Cash Smuggling Interdiction Task Force (“the Task Force”), comprised of the 
Indiana State Police (“ISP”), Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department (“IMPD”) and United 
States Customs and Border Protection Officers (“CBPO”) conducted a bulk currency interdiction 
operation at a local parcel shipping company hub in Indianapolis. 

7. Narcotics traffickers have increasingly used mail delivery services, especially 
overnight delivery services, to transfer illegal narcotics and payment for those narcotics 
throughout the country. Narcotics traffickers know that packages sent by these delivery services 
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are protected from inspection without a search warrant. Traffickers know that they can track 
parcels, control dispatch times and locations, and have a guarantee of delivery in one or more 
business days by using overnight or priority delivery. They know that any delay may indicate a 
compromised parcel. 

8. Parcels may be identified by law enforcement as suspicious when they meet 
several characteristics that have been identified through experience and training as those 
indicating use of the mail delivery services by narcotics traffickers. For instance, a parcel may 
be mailed overnight to a state kn own to be a source for the importation of controlled substances. 
Legitimate overnight parcels are typically sent by a business to a business, not generally from 
one individual to another. Typically, individuals do not send packages by the more expensive 
overnight delivery service. 

9. Individuals involved in the trafficking of controlled substances and using parcels 
to conceal controlled substances and proceeds of their trafficking activity often pay cash for the 
shipping of the parcel to minimize detection of their identities. They also seek to limit the 
contact information or provide false infonnation on the labels, and labels are often missing a full 
name and/or do not provide a telephone number. Further, the label may be handwritten and/or 
not list a business account number. 

10. Parcels containing controlled substances or proceeds of controlled substance 
trafficking activity will commonly be disguised to look like normal parcels, will be packaged to 
blend in with other parcels, and will commonly have the controlled substance or proceeds 
packaged in a manner to avoid detection by a canine trained to detect the odor of controlled 
substances. For example, traffickers will often seal the parcel with excessive tape to prevent the 
odor of controlled substances from leaking from the parcel. Inside of the parcel, or attached to 
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the controlled substances, traffickers will commonly include air fresheners, dryer sheets, axle 
grease, or other items to prevent detection by an canine trained to detect the odor of controlled 
substances. 

11. Traffickers also rarely include any type of instruction with the proceeds. 
Legitimate businesses or personal gifts contain notes, letters, receipts, cards or coupons along 
with the cash or monetary instruments. Narcotics traffickers are known to use low denomination 
currency to conduct their business. Law enforcement have found, in most cases, narcotics 
payments have been primarily in twenty-dollar denominations. 

A. Defendant $50,000.00-01 

12. On or about January 6, 2017, during a routine outbound parcel interdiction 
operation, a package being shipped by parcel service with a shipping label attached reflecting a 
tracking number of 7852 3235 4659 (“Package 4659”), was identified as suspicious. Package 
4659 was addressed to North Coast Steel, 930 Shilo Rd., Building 40, Ste 7, Windsor, CA 
95492, TX# (111)111-1111, from Amber McDonald, 6700 Alexander Bell Dr., Ste 200, 
Columbia, MD 21046, TX# (410) 299-7813. 

13. The on-site officers observed the following suspicious indicators on this package: 
Package 4659 had a printed label that showed standard overnight delivery, the shipping cost had 
been paid in cash, the label was missing CAD infonnation, the telephone number for the 
recipient in California was “(111) 111-1111,” and no signature was required by the receiver upon 
delivery. Additionally, Package 4659 drew attention because it was heavily taped on the seams. 
Further, Package 4659 was being shipped from a rental office to a California business. An 
internet search did not reveal any association between the business name and the business 
address. California is known by law enforcement as a source for illegal controlled substances. 
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14. Based on these indicators, the Task Force asked IMPD to dispatch a narcotics 
detecting canine to the shipping hub. A certified drug detection canine inspected Package 4659, 
along with other packages. The canine had over five years of service as a narcotics detection 
canine, and the IMPD officer and the canine were certified yearly by the American Working 
Dogs Association as a narcotics detection team. The canine had been trained and certified in the 
detection, by odor, of marijuana, cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine. Upon 
examination of the packages, the canine gave a positive indication for the presence of the odor of 
a controlled substance on Package 4659. 

15. Following the canine alert, law enforcement applied for a search warrant, which 
was duly issued by Marion County Superior Court. The officers executed the warrant to open 
Package 4659. Inside the package, the officers found a newly purchased box that had been 
heavily taped along the seams of the box. Inside the box, officers found a backpack wrapped in 
gift wrap, and other miscellaneous items wrapped in bubble wrap. Inside the backpack, officers 
found a Velcro-sealed and lead-lined bag. Contained inside the lead-lined bag were rubber- 
banded stacks of United States Currency, totaling $50,000.00. The Currency consisted of 67 
$100 bills, 17 $50 bills, 2,069 $20 bills, 61 $10 bills, 92 $5 bills, and no $1 bills. No note, 
instructions, or other documents were included with the Currency. 
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16. After the package was opened, the certified drug detection canine inspected the 
contents of the package and again alerted to a positive indication for the presence of the odor of a 
controlled substance. Believing the money constituted proceeds of, and/or was property used to 
facilitate, violations of the Controlled Substances Act, the $50,000.00 was seized and taken into 
custody by ISP. 

17. On January 6, 2017, the Currency contained in Package 4659 was converted to a 
cashier’s check for $50,000.00. On January 20, 2017, the State of Indiana filed its Motion to 
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Transfer Seized Property to the appropriate federal authority for forfeiture. See Marion County 
Superior Court, Civil Division, Docket 49D01-1701-MI-003011. Both McDonald and North 
Coast Steel were given notice of the proceedings at the addresses indicated on Package 4659, 
however, neither responded to the motion. Id. On June 13, 2017, the Marion County Superior 
Court, Civil Division, issued its Order Transferring Property to be subject to forfeiture under the 
appropriate federal statutes. Id. Defendant $50,000.00-01 was transferred to the United States 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”), which 
subsequently transferred Defendant $50,000.00-01 to DHS-CBP. 

18. DHS-CBP forwarded the seizure of Defendant $50,000.00-01 to the United States 
Attorney’s Office for judicial forfeiture. 

B. Defendant $50,000.00-02 

19. On or about January 6, 2017, during a routine outbound parcel interdiction 
operation, a package being shipped by parcel service with a shipping label attached reflecting a 
tracking number of 7852 3238 1505 (“Package 1505”), was identified as suspicious. Package 
1505 was addressed to Jenny Ringrose, 11410 Peaks Pike Rd., Sebastopol, CA 95472, TX# 

(410) 299-7813, from Amber McDonald, 6700 Alexander Bell Dr., Ste 200, Columbia, MD 
21046, TX# (410) 299-7813. 

20. The on-site officers observed the following suspicious indicators on the package: 
Package 1505 had a printed label that showed standard overnight delivery, the shipping cost had 
been paid in cash, the label was missing CAD infonnation, and no signature was required by the 
receiver upon delivery. Package 1505 also drew attention because it was heavily taped on the 
seams. Additionally, Package 1505 was being shipped from a rental office, with no business 
name indicated, to a non-business California address. California is kn own by law enforcement to 
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be a source for illegal controlled substances. 

21. Package 1505 listed the same phone number for the sender and the recipient. 
Further still, the sender, Amber McDonald, was identified as a suspect sender from a previous 
shipment, now Defendant $50,000.00-01. 

22. Based on those suspicions, law enforcement asked IMPD to dispatch a narcotics 
detection canine to the shipping hub. A certified drug detection canine inspected Package 1505, 
along with other packages. The canine had over five years of service as a narcotics detection 
canine, and the IMPD officer and the canine were certified yearly by the American Working 
Dogs Association as a narcotics detection team. The canine had been trained and certified in the 
detection, by odor, of marijuana, cocaine, crack cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine. Upon 
examination of the packages, the canine gave a positive indication for the presence of the odor of 
a controlled substance on Package 1505. 

23. Following the canine’s alert, law enforcement applied for a search warrant for 
Package 1505, which was duly issued by Marion County Superior Court. The officers executed 
the warrant to open Package 1505. Inside the package, the officers found a newly purchased box 
that had been heavily taped along the seams. Inside the box, officers found a backpack wrapped 
in what appeared to be the same gift wrap seen in Package 4659, and other miscellaneous items. 
Inside the backpack, officers found a Velcro-sealed and lead-lined bag. Contained inside the 
lead-lined bag were rubber-banded stacks of United States Currency, totaling $50,000.00. 

24. The Currency consisted of 83 $100 bills, 81 $50 bills, 1,699 $20 bills, 319 $10 
bills, 96 $5 bills, and no $ 1 bills. No notes, instructions, or other documents were included with 
the Currency. 
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25. After the package was opened, the certified drug detection canine inspected the 
contents of the package and again alerted to a positive indication for the presence of the odor of a 
controlled substance. Believing the money constituted proceeds of, and/or was property used to 
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facilitate, violations of the Controlled Substances Act, the $50,000.00 was seized and taken into 
custody by ISP. 

26. On January 6, 2017, the Currency contained in Package 1505 was converted to a 
cashier’s check for $50,000.00. On January 20, 2017, the State of Indiana filed its Motion to 
Transfer Seized Property to the appropriate federal authority for forfeiture. See Marion County 
Superior Court, Civil Division, Docket 49D01-1701-MI-003015. Both McDonald and Ringrose 
were given notice of the proceedings at the addresses indicated on Package 1505, however, 
neither responded to the motion. Id. On June 13, 2017, the Marion County Superior Court, Civil 
Division, issued its Order Transferring Property to be subject to forfeiture under the appropriate 
federal statutes. Id. Defendant $50,000.00-02 was transferred to the United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations (“ICE-HSI”), which subsequently 
transferred Defendant $50,000.00-02 to DHS-CBP. 

27. DHS-CBP forwarded the seizure of Defendant $50,000.00-02 to the United States 
Attorney’s Office for judicial forfeiture. 

C. Facts Common to Both Defendants 

28. Defendant $50,000.00-01 and Defendant $50,000.00-02 were packaged in a 
substantially similar manner and were mailed via Federal Express on the same day by the same 
sender. 

29. It is against Federal Express policy, as stated on its website, to ship cash via 
Federal Express. See Federal Express Rule, FXF 100 Rules Tariff. 

30. North Coast Steel was the named recipient on Package 4659. North Coast Steel is 
a California corporation whose filing with the California Secretary of State names John Coleman 
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(“Coleman”) as Chief Executive Officer (“CEO”) and Chief Financial Officer (“CFO”) and 
names Jenny Ringrose as Secretary. Jenny Ringrose is the named recipient on Package 1505. 

31. Coleman has a criminal history that includes a felony conviction for dealing, 
transporting, and/or possessing controlled substances. 

32. Amber McDonald was the named sender on both Package 4659 and Package 
1505, using the same rental office address. A database search of the sender address, 6700 
Alexander Bell Dr. Suite 200, Columbia, MD 21046, did not reveal any association with the 
name Amber McDonald. Analysis of the fingerprints found on the packages and the currency 
confirmed that the fingerprints on both Package 4659 and Package 1505 belonged to Amber 
Leone McDonald. 

33. A background investigation of Amber Leone McDonald was conducted. The 
investigation indicated that, on April 4, 2012, $83,840.00 in United States Currency was seized 
from Amber Leone a/k/a Amber McDonald and was judicially forfeited on October 3, 2012, as 
proceeds or currency used to facilitate drug trafficking in violation of the Controlled Substances 
Act. See United States v. $83,840, Cause No. l:12-cv-05890, United States District Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois. 

34. Specifically, on April 4, 2012, Amber Leone (McDonald) was detained at 
Amtrak’s Chicago, Illinois Union Station after a large amount of United States Currency was 
found in her carry-on luggage. During the investigation, Leone admitted that she was being paid 
$1,000.00 to transport the $83,840.00 to California at the request of individuals whom she would 
not name. A certified narcotics detection canine positively alerted to the presence of narcotic 
odor on Leone’s roller suitcase that contained the currency. Following the investigation and 
Leone’s signing of a Voluntary Disclaimer of Interest and Ownership, the Currency was seized, 
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and the Federal Government ultimately initiated a judicial forfeiture of the Currency with a 
Default Decree of Forfeiture entered on October 3, 2012, for the $83,840.00 seized from Amber 
Leone (McDonald). 

PERTINENT STATUTES 

35. Under 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(l)-(2), it is unlawful for any person to manufacture, 
distribute, or dispense, or possess with intent to manufacture, distribute or dispense, a controlled 
substance. 

36. Under 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6), all moneys furnished or intended to be furnished by 
any person in exchange for a controlled substance, and all proceeds traceable to such an 
exchange, and all moneys used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of the Controlled 
Substances Act, including 21 U.S.C. § 841(a)(1), shall be subject to forfeiture to the United 
States, and no property right shall exist in them. 

37. As shown above, the facts supporting forfeiture include positive alerts by a 
certified drug detection canine to both packages and their contents, the unusual manner in which 
such a large amount of cash was shipped, in violation of Federal Express policy, without any 
note or invoice to explain the purpose of the shipment, the criminal history of the CEO/CFO of 
North Coast Steel, and a previous seizure of drug money supported by probable cause from the 
individual sending both packages. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

38. Based on the factual allegations set forth above, Defendant $50,000.00-01 and 
Defendant $50,000.00-02 are “moneys . . . furnished or intended to be furnished by any person in 
exchange for a controlled substance,” and/or “proceeds traceable to such an exchange,” and/or 
“moneys . . . used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of [the Controlled Substances 
Act, 21 U.S.C. § 801 et seq.~\” and are therefore subject to forfeiture to the United States of 
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America pursuant to Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6). 

WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that the Clerk of the Court issue a 

warrant for the arrest of the defendant property pursuant to Rule G(3)(b)(i) of the Supplemental 

Rules for Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions; that due notice be given 

to all parties to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed; that judgment 

be entered declaring the defendant property be forfeited to the United States for disposition 

according to law; and the United States be granted any just and proper relief. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOSH J. MINKLER 
United States Attorney 

By: s/Eric P. Babbs 

Eric P. Babbs 

Special Assistant United States Attorney 
Office of the United States Attorney 
10W. Market St., Suite 2100 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-3048 
Telephone: (317) 226-6333 
Fax: (317) 226-5027 
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VERIFICATION 


I, David Victor, hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that I am a Special 
Agent for Homeland Security Investigations (“HSI”), that I have read the foregoing Verified 
Complaint in Rem and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the 
Complaint are true to my own knowledge, except that those matters herein stated to be alleged 
on information and belief, and as to those matters I believe to be true. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the 
official files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law 
enforcement offices, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a Special 
Agent with HSI. 

I hereby verify and declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 




David Victor 
Special Agent, HSI 
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precedence, and box 1 or 2 should be marked. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

v. ) Cause No. l:18-cv-3788 

) 

$50,000.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY ) 

(Asset Identification No.: 17-CBP-000241); and ) 

$50,000.00 UNITED STATES CURRENCY ) 

(Asset Identification No.: 17-CBP-000301), ) 

) 

Defendants. ) 


WARRANT FOR ARREST OF PROPERTY 
TO: ANY OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE OF THE UNITED STATES 

WHEREAS a Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem has been filed in this Court on the 3rd day 
of December, 2018, by Josh J. Minkler, United States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Indiana, against Fifty thousand dollars in United States Currency (“$50,000.00”) and Fifty 
thousand dollars in United States Currency (“$50,000.00”), defendants herein, for reasons and 
causes set forth in the Complaint; 

YOU ARE HEREBY COMMANDED to take custody of and to deliver the defendant 
funds into the possession of the United States of America, to be detained in the possession of the 
United States or its designee until further order of this Court, and you will make return thereon 
not later than ten (10) days after execution of process. 

Dated: 


Laura A. Briggs, Clerk 
United States District Court 
Southern District of Indiana 
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Arrest Warrant to be issued by the Clerk pursuant to 
Rule G(3)(b)(I) of the Supplemental Rules for 
Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions, 
for property in custody of the United States. 
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